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sure they can find good, clean, safe places
for their children to go during the day.

Many in Congress want to cut child care
just to save money. Well, I want to cut spend-
ing, and I want to save money too. But we
have to do it the smart way. Cutting child
care will make it harder for parents to get
off and stay off welfare. It will, therefore,
cost us far more down the road than it will
ever save in the near term.

Some people in Congress want to take
even more extreme steps that will hurt, not
strengthen, families. They don’t want welfare
reform unless it cuts off all help to children
whose mothers are poor, young, and unmar-
ried. I want to discourage teen pregnancy.
We have to do that, but not by hurting inno-
cent babies. We should require teen mothers
to live at home, stay in school, and turn their
lives around so they and their children stay
off welfare for good.

Our administration has already put 29
States on the road to ending welfare as we
know it with waivers to free them up from
cumbersome Federal rules and regulations
when they have good ideas to reform welfare.

Today I’m pleased to announce that Vir-
ginia will receive the newest waiver. Vir-
ginia’s plan requires people on welfare to go
to work. Like the States of Oregon, Missouri,
and a few others, it also allows money now
spent on welfare and food stamps to go to
employers to supplement wages to help cre-
ate jobs in the private sector. And it helps
people get child care. It’s a good plan, and
I’m proud to be supporting it.

Several months ago, I called on Congress
to send me a welfare reform bill by July the
4th, Independence Day. I’m disappointed
they haven’t been able to meet that deadline,
but I am hopeful that we’ll move forward
on a bipartisan welfare reform bill. I don’t
want filibusters. I don’t want vetoes. I don’t
want gridlock. But I do want real welfare re-
form that requires work, demands respon-
sibility, and provides the child care people
need to move off welfare and to be successful
as workers and parents.

It’s time to get to work so we can give
millions of other Americans a new Independ-
ence Day.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 12:38 p.m.
on June 30 at the Sheraton Chicago in Chicago,
IL, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on July 1.

Remarks at the Opening Ceremonies
of the Special Olympics in New
Haven, Connecticut
July 1, 1995

Let’s give her another hand. [Applause]
Thank you, Loretta Claiborne, for that won-
derful introduction. And thank you for the
power of your example for young people all
across America and throughout the world: I
know we’re all impressed that you have com-
pleted 25 marathons. I’m also pleased that
in these games you’re representing Team
Pennsylvania in one of my favorite sports,
bowling. I also want to thank four other very
special runners—four members of the Unit-
ed States Special Olympics Team, David
Congdon, David McQuarry, Troy Rutter and
Daniel Bailey, who came to Washington to
the White House this week to run 3 miles
with me to highlight the importance of Spe-
cial Olympics. They were much faster than
I was, but they were very gentle and kind
that day. I want to congratulate the city of
New Haven and the State of Connecticut for
the magnificent job that they have done.
From the Governor, the Senators, the mem-
bers of the congressional district, to the
mayor, to all the ordinary citizens in this
State and this wonderful city where my wife
and I met almost 25 years ago: You have done
a wonderful, wonderful job.

Ladies and gentlemen, we must also thank
the person whose inspiration, leadership, and
determination has brought us all here today,
the founder of these games, Eunice Shriver.
Year after year, decade after decade, her vi-
sion grows clearer and her energy seems to
increase as she brings more and more and
more of us throughout the world into the
orbit of her incredible determination to make
the Special Olympics all that it can be and
to mean all that it can mean for all of us.

We also thank her for making the Special
Olympics a family affair. Thank you, Sargent
Shriver, for being the creative force behind
the worldwide growth of Special Olympics.
And thank you, Timothy Shriver, for doing
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such an outstanding job as president of these
1995 games.

I also want to thank the distinguished
former Governor of Connecticut, Lowell
Weicker, who has continued to serve his
country magnificently as the chairman of
these 1995 games. Thank you, Lowell
Weicker. Please stand up. Thank you. [Ap-
plause]

Let me welcome also leaders throughout
the world who have come here to cheer for
their athletes. We have people from coun-
tries all across the globe. I am here to cheer
for the Americans. They’re here to cheer for
their athletes. And we’re all here to cheer
all of you on. Thank you for coming from
all distant corners of the globe.

These world games are being called the
games of inclusion. From their beginnings in
the United States 27 years ago, the Special
Olympics have grown to include more than
144 countries on 6 continents. Large and
small nations are represented here, wel-
comed as equals.

We have seen here people brought to-
gether of every race, color, and creed, every
faith, in a joyful celebration of peaceful com-
petition, good will, and the triumph of the
human spirit. The world could learn a great
lesson from all of you standing down here
in the Yale Bowl tonight: Everybody counts,
and everybody can do something very, very
important and good.

You are the living symbol that we can
reach across continents, across cultures,
across human differences, to unleash the
God-given potential that lies within every in-
dividual. You have shown us in so many ways
that when you are given the chance, you can
do extraordinary things. The world commu-
nity is recognizing this more and more.

We have come so far in such a short time.
Here in the United States, it has only been
5 years since we passed the Americans With
Disabilities Act, committing ourselves to
treating our people on the basis of their abili-
ties, not their disabilities.

And the world is moving as well. This
week, on its 50th anniversary, the United Na-
tions convened the very first international
symposium on intellectual disabilities. There
is more to come.

But our work is not yet done. President
Kennedy once said that the rights of every
man are diminished when the rights of one
man are threatened. So tonight, I challenge
all of you and every citizen of the world
watching us to be an olympic champion for
inclusion, a champion for equal rights, a
champion for dignity, a champion for the tri-
umph of the human spirit in all of us.

That spirit, that spirit, these athletes are
about to show all over the globe. So, by all
means and with great spirit, let the games
begin.

I want all of you to know that you have
our love, our support, and our admiration.
I hereby declare the 1995 Special Olympics
World Games officially open.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:40 p.m. at the
Yale Bowl. In his remarks, he referred to Loretta
Claiborne, athlete and Special Olympics board
member; Gov. John G. Rowland of Connecticut;
and Mayor John DeStefano of New Haven, CT.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
the ‘‘Ryan White CARE Act’’
July 5, 1995

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Leader:)
I am writing to urge you to lead the Con-

gress in passing the reauthorization of the
Ryan White CARE Act before the summer
recess. We cannot allow this crucial program
to lapse.

There is strong bipartisan support for the
Ryan White CARE Act. The initial legislation
was approved by overwhelming margins in
both houses (95–4 in the Senate and 408–
14 in the House) and signed into law by
President Bush. Funding for this program
has been endorsed from both sides of the
aisle throughout the five years of the program
and the reauthorization bill in the Senate has
60 co-sponsors. It is a program vital to the
lives of Americans living with HIV and AIDS.
Its existence has had a dramatic impact on
the quality and length of their lives while
helping to reduce the cost of their care.

The CARE Act provides direct services to
people living with HIV and AIDS through
grants to states, cities, community organiza-
tions, and local clinics. It emphasizes out-
patient care in clinics and other facilities and
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